
Sermon Summary and Questions 
 

Main Summary & Questions 

Here are the main points summarized, with powerful questions for reflection: 

Sermon Summary: Two Kinds of Wisdom (James 3:13-18) 

James contrasts two types of wisdom: earthly wisdom, which is driven by jealousy and selfish 
ambition, and wisdom from above, which is pure, peace-loving, and sincere. He emphasizes 
that wisdom is not just about what we say but how we live. True wisdom is displayed in 
honorable conduct and humility. 

The passage warns against the destructive nature of earthly wisdom, which leads to disorder 
and evil, and urges believers to embrace godly wisdom, which produces peace and 
righteousness. James calls for a reevaluation of how we define wisdom, emphasizing that it is 
not about intelligence or eloquence but about a life that reflects God's ways. 

The sermon explores the implications of these two wisdoms, particularly in the modern 
context, highlighting how social media fosters jealousy, boasting, and dishonesty. It challenges 
believers to examine their hearts, repent from worldly wisdom, and pursue a life marked by 
godly wisdom—characterized by humility, integrity, and peace. 

Two Kinds of Wisdom 

Earthly Wisdom (vv. 14-16) Godly Wisdom (vv. 17-18) 

Bitter jealousy Pure 

Selfish ambition Peace-loving 

Boasting and lying to cover the truth Gentle at all times 



Earthly, unspiritual, and demonic Willing to yield to others 

Leads to disorder and evil Full of mercy and good deeds 

Rooted in pride and self-promotion Shows no favoritism, always sincere 

Destroys relationships and trust Produces righteousness and peace 

 

———————————————————————————————————————— 

 

Main Points & Questions 

1. Wisdom is Proven by Actions, Not Just Words (James 3:13) 

● True wisdom is demonstrated by an honorable life and humility. 
● Wisdom is not about intellectual ability or deep insights but about how we conduct 

ourselves. 
● Reflection Questions: 

○ How do your actions reflect godly wisdom? 
○ In what ways might you be relying on words instead of deeds to show wisdom? 

2. Earthly Wisdom Leads to Destruction (James 3:14-16) 

● Jealousy and selfish ambition are signs of earthly wisdom, which is unspiritual and even 
demonic. 

● This kind of wisdom fosters disorder and every kind of evil. 
● Social media often cultivates this destructive wisdom, promoting comparison, boasting, 

and dishonesty. 
● Reflection Questions: 

○ Where do you see jealousy and selfish ambition at work in your life? 



○ How has social media influenced the way you perceive success and wisdom? 

3. Godly Wisdom is Pure and Peaceful (James 3:17-18) 

● The wisdom from above is pure, peace-loving, gentle, merciful, and sincere. 
● Peacemakers who pursue this wisdom reap a harvest of righteousness. 
● This wisdom is a stark contrast to the world’s wisdom, requiring faith and humility to 

live it out. 
● Reflection Questions: 

○ How can you pursue peace in your relationships this week? 
○ Are there areas in your life where you need to yield rather than insist on being 

right? 

4. The Root of True Wisdom is Jesus (1 Corinthians 1:24) 

● Jesus is the ultimate example of godly wisdom. 
● Walking in wisdom means living in the fear of the Lord and trusting His ways. 
● Repentance and surrender are necessary to continually align with God's wisdom. 
● Reflection Questions: 

○ Where in your life are you still relying on earthly wisdom instead of godly 
wisdom? 

○ How can you seek and apply the wisdom of Jesus in your daily decisions? 

Final Call to Action 

● Examine whether your wisdom aligns with God's wisdom or the world’s. 
● Confess and repent where necessary, embracing the humility that comes from wisdom. 
● Ask God for wisdom, as He promises to give it generously (James 1:5). 
● Be intentional about fostering peace and sincerity in your relationships. 

Spend time in prayer as a group.  
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